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 A warm welcome back to all our pupils, parents, guardians. We hope that 2020 will be kind to you all.  

 Thank you for the huge turn-out at both of our Christmas show days despite the cold wet weather. The four year groups were just 

fabulous and put on great performances. Thank you to all the teachers and SNAs for their hard work and enthusiasm. Also 

Margaret and John!! 

 Thank you parents /grandparents / neighbours for buying raffle tickets. The top 10 winners are on our website . Thank you to 

all the local businesses and residents who donated prizes. They too are on our website. We appreciate your generosity so much. 

 Nobber the Blue Nosed Reindeer play and African Drumming were loved and enjoyed by the children in December. 

 1st Communion Classes had a lovey gathering with their parents. We hope to have another one soon again. Thank you for 

coming. 

 

A Few School Notes: 

 Ms. Karen O Reilly, our 2nd class teacher is now in Australia. A wonderful opportunity came up for to go and off she 

went! We will miss her so much as she was a kind, caring and brilliant teacher. It all happened so quickly, and as we did 

not want to upset the children of Room 17 during Christmas week, we decided it was in their best interests not to break 

the news until January 6th.  

However, we have been blessed that Ms. Ann Haughey has taken up the mantle in Room 17. It is impossible to recruit fully 

qualified substitute primary school teachers, so we are very lucky to have her on our staff until the end of June. 

 

 School starts at 8.50 am. Many children don’t arrive until 9.10am. This means that the child and class are missing out on 

1hr 40 mins of teaching and learning each week or 61 hours over one school year or 12 days. That is a lot of teaching 

and learning time wasted. If your child is late we will walk them down to their class so that there is minimal class 

disruption 

 Carambola Lunch is available for each child. You must change the menu by Friday evening for it to take effect the 

following week.  If you are having problems with the  website or even understanding how it works, drop in to Nicloa, 

HSCL,  and she will sort you out.!!  

AN EXTRA ITEM in Snack B  has been added to the list so your child can now have 4 items in his/her lunch bag. 

 

 Enrolling for September 2019: We are now taking enrolments and creating a waiting list. Please pick up the form in our 

office and then return it to the office.   
 



 

 

Keep Fit with Glen: Started again on Wednesday 8th January. The children absolutely love it. Only €3. Some of 

our raffle money is helping to subsidise the cost of the sessions. Please pay the €3 in full by Wednesday 15th. 
 

Fighting Words: 2nd Classes will visit Roddy Doyle’s workshop in January and February.   Room 9 and ½ of 

Room 17 on Jan. 9th.  Room 18 and ½ of Room 17 Feb. 3rd   €2  to help with buses. We are subsidising the cost of 

the trip.  
 

Phonics for Parents: Mr. Higgins + Ms. O Driscoll are holding one workshop in February to help parents 

understand, learn and know how we teach phonics in the classroom and how you the parents can help your 

children at home. It is a great opportunity to get to grips with phonics. Please see the time below. 
 

Story Sacks: A sincere thanks and congratulations to all the parents who participated in this course. They will be 

showcasing their fabulous story sacks in the school very soon !! 
 

stfrancisjs.com  is our new ‘under-construction’ website. Please check it regularly for calendar, news, 1st 

communion, newsletter and gallery updates. Please use ad bloc if you can !! 
 

         

 

 

Activities / Courses for Parents and Guardians 
Mindfulness Jan. 17th   6 Weeks     ( Fridays ) 9am -10am Junior School 

Creative Computer Classes Jan. 22nd (number of weeks to be decided ) 

                     ( Wednesdays ) 

9.15am-11.15am Junior School 

Jolly Phonics  Feb. 6th ( Thursday )   9.15am Junior School 

Dance Fitness Jan. 16th   8 weeks  ( Thursdays ) 9.15am-10.15am Senior School 
 

We will update activities and courses on our website. Please contact Ms. Nicola O Driscoll our HSCL teacher. 
 

School Office Hours:  8.50 -1.10 / 1.40 -3.30                 There is nobody in the office 1.10pm -1.40pm to answer the phone or the door. 

Secretary: Ms. M. Byrne                                                                                      



 


