
 

Pupils, Parents and Guardians: 

Today should have been a busy, hectic, fun-filled half day in St. Francis 

Junior School, the start of the Easter Holidays. 

Instead we are all self-isolating, struggling with being housebound, looking 

after sick and infirm relatives, coping with family who have lost their job or 

family working from home, children frustrated at being housebound and 

missing their friends and yet we are trying to be normal and put on a brave 

face. 

Every family situation is different.  Some cope better than others in 

difficult times. Many houses are now crowded with adults and children who 

cannot leave, and so they are hectic! 

Some families are well equipped with technology and have laptops, pcs and 

tablets. Others might only have a phone or two. This means different 

families have different capacity to access on line learning and resources. 

When you click on COVID-19 Closure on our website, you will find many links 

to click on. Some are geared for children while others are for everyone’s 

mental health and wellbeing.  

I am updating the website regularly so please keep an eye on it.  

Parents / Guardians please don’t stress over teaching your children. 

Everyone is in the same boat which means all children in our school will pick 

up where they left off. 

Do try and read a story to them aloud every day. Read the same story for a 

few days so that your child gets to know it off by heart. Ask them questions 

about it. Pick out letters or sounds or words depending on their age. 

Nursery rhymes are a fantastic way of developing memory, sound  

(phonological awareness ), syllables, new words and imagination. Try and 

teach your child as many as you can. 

Maths is all around us: counting, colour, shape, money, time,  

Songs & Music: I’ve uploaded new info in Literacy Maths & Useful Resources  

Keep going. It’s all we can do in this traumatic time. 

I hope we will see you all soon again at school. We will have to wait and see 

when that is going to happen. Officially, the Easter Holidays have begun. 

Sincerely, Aileen Plunkett 

 


