
POETRY COMPETITION 

May 2020 

 

The month of May in St. Francis Junior school is poetry month. To keep all 

the children busy we are going to have a poetry competition. If you write a 

poem you can read it at our next Zoom Assembly on May 19th for your 

teacher and your class  We will have a prize for each class and your name 

will be on the website !! 

I have added some ideas below that might get you started, but remember, 

when writing a poem the most important thing is to use your imagination, have 

fun and remember not all poems have to rhyme.   

 

Acrostic poems  

Write the title vertically on the left hand side of the page, each letter 

represents a word and can then be added to form a sentence. For younger 

children you can begin by using their name, mammy, daddy, pets, animals, birds, 

seasons etc Develop the theme for older children by using feeling/emotions or 

other abstract ideas.   

  

Gardening all of the time   

Rubs my knee when I fall,  

And makes yummy scones.  

Never gives out,  

Never complains,  

Yes I love my granny.   
  

You can use well known Nursery Rhymes and change them up a 

bit:  
  

Begin by reciting common nursery rhymes to the kids, but change the last word 

on the first line, get the children to fill in a word that rhymes with this e.g.   

  

Humpty Dumpty went to the shop  

To buy himself a …lollipop/spinning top  

  

Humpty Dumpty bought a hat  



In it was a big black …cat/rat  

Jack and Jan (Dan, Gran, Stan, Ann)  

Went to …Japan,   

To see a..man in a caravan 

 

 

Marching poems: 
Marching poems should have some rhythm and rhyme but don’t have to make any 

sense! 

Here’s a man and here’s a dog 

There’s a cat and there’s a frog 

Here’s a tree and here’s a peach 

There’s a house and there’s a beach 
 

Now it’s your turn. Follow the pattern and put in your own words. To make a good 

marching poem the last words in each line should rhyme. 

 

Here’s a ________________ and here’s a ______________. 

 

There’s a _______________ and there’s a _____________. 

 

You can use these words to help you but I bet you’ll be able to think of plenty 

yourselves. 

CAR/STAR   CAT/FAT   MILL/HILL   KEY/BEE   ROCK/LOCK   MOON/SPOON 

PET/NET  

 

TIP: The words in the blanks should be nouns – that means words for things or 

people and if you use words of just one beat (one syllable) you will keep the 

rhythm really strong! 

  

 

 

Good luck and have fun! 

 
P.S. Don’t forget to read the poem about the little kitten who needed to wash 

his/her paws and claws until the world was right again  

 
Ms.Finn 


