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Newsletter November 1st 2020 

We hope that all the children and their families had a good Hallowe’en midterm 

break and that everyone is safe and sound after celebrating Oíche Shamhna.  

We’re back at school tomorrow and we hope that like last term we’ll be able to 

stay open ‘for business’! This newsletter will remind/update you on what we are 

doing or need to do: 

**All adults must wear a face covering on school grounds…..no excuses please 

that you forgot your mask…….if you forget your mask in the morning please drop 

your child off at the school gates…..if you forget your mask in the afternoon 

please wait at the school gates or nip home to get it 

**Social Distance on school grounds  

**Classroom door areas: please stand back from the white line……if you need to 

speak with your child’s teacher ring the school to set up an appointment 

**Sick children V COVID-19 symptoms: only you the parents / guardians can 

make the decision on whether to send your child to school or keep them at 

home. We cannot help you make that decision. Visit the HSE website for advice 

or ring your GP. 

If you keep your child at home because you are worried about COVID-19 they 

will be marked absent. When a child reaches 20 days absence TUSLA are 

automatically informed. We will be in contact with you before then. 

If you keep your child at home because they are waiting for a COVID-19 test 

or have been told by the GP / HSE to self-isolate at home please send a copy of 

the test appointment or GP letter to the HSCL teacher @ 086 014 0321 so that 

we can mark them absent under ‘COVID-ABSENCE’.  When you get the result 

please forward the text to HSCL teacher.  We will print off texts and save all 

paperwork in your child’s file. This is a different absence category. 

The HSE will notify the school if a child has tested positive for COVID-19 and 

if the class/teacher/SNA need to be stay home and self-isolate whilst awaiting 

a test.  However, I’m sure you’re all listening to the news and realise that it 

doesn’t happen quite so quickly. Be reassured that our school, like we did a 

couple of weeks ago, will take immediate action if a parent alerts us that their 

child has tested positive. We will not wait for the HSE to contact us but instead 

will immediately contact the HSE to start the process. 

 

mailto:stfrancisjs17@gmail.com


**Clean classrooms: our classrooms and toilets are cleaned daily…….each year 

group has steamer and resources used during the day are steamed each 

evening…PE resources are steamed after each use…. 

**Ventilation: some windows in classrooms are open to create a constant air-

flow……please make sure your child has an extra t-shirt on under his/her 

uniform 

**Clean hands: please make sure your child’s hands are washed before they 

leave for school in the morning…..the children wash their hands in school each 

time they come in from yard and before they eat…..it takes a while but it is a 

very important part of the school’s daily routine 

**Class bubbles / Yard bubbles: each class is kept together during the day and 

unlike last year don’t mix with other boys/girls during the day…….each class 

stays together in the yard and doesn’t mix with any other classes 

**Substitute teachers: if a teacher is absent we cannot split up the class 

amongst other classes……our problem is trying to get substitute teachers….they 

are in very short supply……fingers crossed this will improve 

**HSCL Teacher: Ms. O Driscoll: please contact her by text or email or give her 

a call if you have any worries or concerns….she will be more than happy to try 

and help you out or to help you get the help and advice you need 

**After School Classes: Room 1, Mr. Connor’s class have enjoyed 4 weeks of 

yoga or sport. Ms. Conlon’s class are next. Due to COVID-19 restrictions we 

cannot mix classes so hence it’s one room at a time. We hope to roll out these 

classes to 2nd and 1st as long as the funding lasts 

 

*****Thank you***** to all the teachers, SNAs, our secretary, caretaker and 

cleaners for making our first 8 weeks back at school calm and normal during this 

difficult and strange first term. They have gone above and beyond their duties 

to ensure that our school is a happy and safe environment. Please look at all our 

photos in Gallery on this website to see the children enjoying school. 

***Thank you**** to you the parents/guardians/grandparents for following our 

new rules and protocols so that our school is a safe and happy environment. It 

has been a difficult and strange time for you too, but we appreciate you 

supporting us as we try to keep our school open and operate as ‘normal as 

possible’. Please ring me if you have any concerns or need support. 

See you all tomorrow, Monday 2nd November. 

Sincerely, A. Plunket, Principal 

  



 


